
Can the student perform the
replacement behavior?

Do the antecedent conditions
represent best practice?

Identify function of
the behavior.

Method 3: Develop a function-based intervention
• Adjust the antecedent conditions so that the

replacement behavior will be more likely to occur.
• When the replacement behavior occurs, provide the

consequence that previously reinforced the target
(problem) behavior.

• When the target (problem) behavior occurs, withhold
the consequence that previously reinforced it
(extinction).

Method 2: Develop a function-based intervention
• Adjust the antecedent conditions so that (a) the conditions that

set the occasion for the target behavior are eliminated and (b)
the replacement behavior is more likely to occur.

• Provide appropriate positive reinforcement for the replacement
behavior.

• Withhold the consequence that previously reinforced the target
(problem) behavior is withheld when the target behavior
occurs (extinction).

Method 1: Develop a function-based intervention
• Adjust the antecedent conditions so that new

behavior can be learned and aversive conditions
can be avoided.

• Provide positive reinforcer for appropriate behavior.

Select a replacement behavior.

Identify an appropriate measurement system.

Test the function-based intervention.

Function-based
Intervention

Decision Model
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No


